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UNCRC Alternative Report Summary 

Alternative Report: June 2008

The Alternative Report is prepared completely by Children. Its aim is to highlight the current situation of Child Rights in Gujarat from Children’s perspective. It will be submitted to the United Nations alongside the National Government report on its implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC). 
Preparation
On the 9th to 11th June 2008, 27 children (18 girls and 9 boys) were invited to an initial 3 day consultation at Bhavnagar. The children were introduced to the concept of the UNCRC and the Alternative Report using various activities and methods. They were encouraged to consider their own situation and that of children around them within the context of children’s rights and to articulate their opinions on the matter. 
Data Collection
272 children carried out 2 surveys across 5 different areas, including both cities and villages. 

The surveys focused on the main 4 Children’s Rights

Right to Survival

Right to Develop

Right to Protection against Exploitation

Right to Participation 

Results – The Highlights
The Right to Survival
· Health Care: there is an inadequate number of Primary Health Centres (PHC) in both rural and urban areas. Often children have to travel for long distances to reach their nearest PHC. Private treatment is unaffordable for most daily paid parents so many people resort to faith healers who use traditional remedies or even burning to as a cure. Small pox, chicken pox, malaria, typhoid, diarrhea, anaemia and cholera are among the many common illnesses found in these children. 
· Education: School health checks up programs are ineffective. School meals are provided but are often of poor quality/nutritional value. Sanitation is extremely poor in some government, children are often forced in urinate in the open air. 
· Government and Law: For some families living in slums or farm areas, there is not access to birth registration or ration cards. There is very little information available about rights and access to government services.
· Discrimination: many families prioritise the healthcare, education and general development of boys over girls. Discrimination on the grounds of caste, creed and religion exists in all surveyed areas. Distribution of resources is extremely uneven, 20% of the population have access to 80% of resources whereas the remaining 80% only have access to 20% of resources. 
The Right to Develop

· Education: despite constitutional right to free compulsory primary education many children do not attend primary schools. This is due to location of nearest school, poor quality teaching/curriculum and parental attitude to education. Those that do attend school are often faced with poor quality facilities and do not receive quality education. 
· Discrimination: there are no special arrangements made for children with physical and mental disabilities and they often face abuse from teachers. Many girl-children are not sent to school or forced to drop after 7th standard to focus on domestic responsibilities. There is religious and caste religion found in schools also. 
· Abuse: Children reported high levels of physical and mental abuse from teachers.

· Child Labour: Many children work rather than attend school. These children are exploited by having to work long hours with poor payment in hazardous occupations. Children work in industries such as diamond polishing, cattle grazing, salt pans, agriculture and plastic factories.

The Right to Protection against Exploitation
· Girls: There are incidences of sex-selection abortion and abandonment of female babies. Many girl-children face rape, child-marriage, dowry and kidnapping. Public attitude tends to favour boy children.
· Home life: Children are often beaten as a form of discipline. Domestic violence, drug and alcohol abuse can be common in the areas that were surveyed. There are no provisions in place for children who are suffering from abuse to be protected.

· Government and Laws: There are poor facilities for children who are in conflict with the law to be rehabilitated which may prolong the situation. There is also little protection for working children and victims of abuse. 

The Right to Participation 

· Home: Children are not consulted on family decisions including their marriage and education choices. Children do not get access to information about their rights.
· Education: In schools children do not get to participate fully in the learning process. Teaching follows a strict curriculum based on rote learning rather than child focused learning. Class monitors and representatives are chosen by teachers rather than being elected by students.
· Government: Children are not given a platform to voice their opinion on social matters. There is no effort to include them in official decisions. 
The Way Forward

The children that were surveyed suggested some solutions and improvements that could be made so that could enjoy their rights set out by the UNCRC.

· Higher education (considered after 8th standard) should be made free and compulsory to encourage children to attend schools and remain in education as they get older.

· There needs to be much more motivation towards education from both adults in society and from the government. 

· Government needs to strengthen the existing laws set out to protect children. 

· Society should also take responsibility to monitor the situation of children.

· Children will be able to enjoy an environment in which they have freedom of expression and are consulted about policy concerning their welfare. 

