Forword :
For the Protection and Development of the children the convention of Rights of Children was declared by the United Nations in 1989 & was accepted by India in 1992.

One of the provisions of UNCRC is that each country government has to submit a report to the UNCRC committee about the situation of children and the measures taken by the government about implementation of the CRC. Till now the government has submitted two such reports to the committee. Various civil groups, organizations and networks also have submitted the alternative reports. In 2008 the government of India was suppose to submit the report to the committee but has not done yet. 

Campaign Against Child Labor (CACL) has submitted the Alternative reports earlier. This time the members of CACL and CACT (Campaign Against Child Trafficking) met and discussed the possibilities of submitting the alternative report differently. Considering the Child Participation, if the adults can facilitate the children to prepare the alternative report to express their opinion about the children’s situation, the children can raise their voice.

A TOT was organized at Hyderabad in may 2008, with the representatives of different organizations from each states. Different methodologies and content were finalized in such a way that the consolidation can be done easily. Some common formats were given. The survey forms which were designed by the children of Balsena & Vidiyal Child Rights Movement were also shared with the whole group to collect data from the grassroots.

In Gujarat the process of preparing this report was hosted by children of Balsena & facilitated by Shaishav team at Bhavnagar on 8th to 10th June 2008. 27 children from six organizations participated from 6 organizations across the State along with their adult Baldosts (Friend of children) using different child friendly methodologies the children learnt about the child rights as well as the situation of children vis a vis every tights. They shared lots of their experiences which are narrated in the report.

After the process they went back to their areas and with support of other friends of their collectives collected informations from many more children form their villages / communities. Information of this survey is also included in the given report .

This State report is sharing the salutation of children of Gujarat from children’s perspective.

We are extremely thankful to all the children who played most important role in preparing this report and the member organizations of Child Rights Collective – Gujarat for supporting them. We also express our gratitude to Terre des Hommes Germany - India Programme for providing their valuable support for this whole process.
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